FROM    SEA    TO    SKY

mobility of their ground forces than as a result of their numerical
air superiority. At no time did the German-Italian Air Forces
completely dominate the situation on this front, Gollishaw and his
squadrons had done a fine job of work.

As I anticipated, the news of our evacuation from Greece
had its repercussions in Iraq. Whereas on the i8th April Raschid
Ali made no move to oppose the landing of our forces from India
at Basra nor their onward passage, it was a different story on
the sgth., when permission for the landing of the second con-
tingent was refused and at the same time Iraq troops began the
investment of Habbaniyeh. It was the moment to send the Well-
ingtons over to be ready for further events, and eighteen of them
were despatched to Shaibah.

On the 30th I received instructions to return as soon as possible
to England in accordance with the wishes of the Prime Minister
for discussion on all aspects of future air operations. Air Marshal
Tedder was to be appointed acting A.O.C.-in-C. and Air Vice-
Marshal Drummond his Deputy. I suggested I should postpone
my return until the new developments in Iraq had been dealt
with, but an ominous reply came back that I should return as
arranged.

On the 2nd May the Iraqi Forces attacked Habbaniyeh and
were promptly bombed by Smart's training aircraft and by the
Wellingtons. At the same time our troops from India occupied
Basra. That afternoon a signal arrived from Air Ministry which,
in contrast to their previous one of the i6th, showed anxiety as to
developments at Habbaniyeh. It was at this stage, on the 3rd May,
that I had reluctantly to start my flight home, leaving Tedder in
charge of a not very promising situation. I was not to know till
some weeks later that my time as A.O.C.-in-C. Middle East had
ended, and that I should be denied the opportunity of personally
saying farewell to the Ambassador, to the two great commanders
with whom it had been my privilege to share the triumphs and
anxieties of those strenuous months and to the officers and men oi
the R.A.F. who had served me so well.

The flight home was interesting; unescorted flying-boats had
to time their arrival at Malta so that the last hour in the air wa*
done at night in order to avoid interception by German fighters?
My Sunderland approached the island about 11 p.m. and fount:
a big raid in progress which preverxted the flare-path floats it
Gakfrana bay being lit. We watched the fireworks for afcout ai
hour before permission was given for us to land* A motor-boa